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10 Academic English

Period:

“How Much Land Does a Man Need?”

Art Analysis Questions: “Death and the Miser”
miser = a person who is greedy (typically with money)
First Impressions:

1. Describe the miser...where is he? body position? expression?

2. Identify religious items in the painting.

3. How would you describe the artist’s use of light and shadow?

Analysis:

4. Find the crucifix...what is the symbolic meaning of the light beam?  

5. Find the demon perched on the bed...what is its symbolic meaning?

6. What character in the painting shows Death?  What does this mean for the miser?  

7. Where is the miser looking – at Death, the demon, or the crucifix?  What is the miser thinking?

8. What item(s) are lying at the foot of the bed.  What do they reveal about the miser’s past?

9. Compare or contrast the miser to Pakhom in the story.  Discuss character traits and theme.
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Art Analysis Questions: “The Temptation of St. Anthony”
1. Describe what images you see in this painting.
2. Why do you think the animals look distorted?

3. Explain the title…what do you think St. Anthony is being tempted with?

4. What is the reaction of St. Anthony and how can you tell?

5. Compare or contrast this painting with that of “The Miser” and to Pakhom in the story “How Much Land Does a Man Need?” 

6. Do you think the message against greed was stronger in the paintings or in the story?  Explain.
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