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Socratic Seminar: Graded Discussion Questions

King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table
All questions assigned to each section must have a response prepared for in order to share with the class at the Socratic seminar. 
Your grade will be based on two categories: preparation for the discussion and the three written responses (10 points,) and your participation in the discussion—speaking at least twice during the discussion, and answers must be articulate and meaningful (10 points). 

Part #1 
“The Two Swords” – What are your first impressions of Arthur?  What are his flaws and strengths so far?  How does Arthur hope to change Britain’s situation?  How is Arthur the same and different from most national leaders of today?  

1. “The First Quest of the Round Table” – At the end of this chapter, Arthur defines the Order of Chivalry.  In your own words, what are its major rules?  Explain why these are or are not realistic goals for the knights.  What modern versions do we see of chivalry and codes of behavior? (For example, the boy scout oath)
2. “The First Quest of the Round Table” – Based on the quests of Sir Pellinore, Sir Tor, and Sir Gawain, who is the worthiest knight?  Explain.  How are these knights the same and different from Anglo-Saxon heroes like Beowulf?

3. “The Magic of Nimue and Morgana le Fay” – How are women portrayed thus far in the legends?  Consider Nimue, Morgana le Fay, Guinevere, and the various damsels.  What do you think Morgana’s motivations are for her actions in this chapter?
4. “The Magic of Nimue and Morgana le Fay” – Foreshadowing is presenting hints at events to occur later in the story.  Identify some of Merlin’s use of foreshadowing and explain if you think it was a good or bad idea to include these hints for the reader.
5. “The Magic of Nimue and Morgana le Fay” – Why do you think Merlin leaves Arthur at this point in the story?  Do you think this is a good idea or not?  Explain.

6. “Sir Gawain and the Green Knight” – Is the Green Knight totally good, totally evil, or somewhere in between?  Explain.  How could New Year’s Day and the color green be symbolic in this tale?  Who ultimately wins the conflict between Gawain and the Green Knight?  Explain.
7. “The First Quest of Sir Launcelot” – What was Launcelot’s greatest achievement during his adventures and why?  What are Launcelot’s strengths and weaknesses so far?  Is he “the greatest knight of Logres” or is another knight more worthy?  Explain.
8. Create one question of your own to pose to the class for discussion.  This question should be interpretative and have multiple possible responses.

Part #2 
“The Story of Launcelot and Elaine” – Who is more to blame for Launcelot breaking the Order of Chivalry – himself or Elaine?  Explain.  What is it about love that makes humans go to such extremes?
1. “How the Holy Grail Came to Camelot” – The tales so far include both Christian and pagan (magic, supernatural) ideas.  Identify some and argue which is more prominent. 

2. “How the Holy Grail Came to Camelot” – As Merlin told Arthur earlier, the discovery of the Holy Grail is a sign of the beginning of the end for the realm of Logres.  Why are all of the knights so anxious to find the Grail if it means the end of their kingdom?  
3. “The End of the Quest” – Why is Galahad the Knight of the Holy Grail?  Why not Gawain?  Launcelot?  Arthur?  How is Galahad a Christ-like figure?
4. “Launcelot and Guinevere” – Is Guinevere a “tramp”?  Explain based on evidence from the text about her behaviors and possible motivations.
5. “The Plots of Sir Mordred” – Evaluate Arthur’s leadership abilities up to this point in the legends.  Be sure to address key decision and influences on him.
6. “The Last Battle” – Who is most to blame for the breakdown of the kingdom?  Launcelot?  Arthur?  Guinevere?  Mordred?  Explain.  How could Logres have been saved?
7.  “Avalon” – An allegory is a tale that uses the surface meaning to figuratively teach a lesson or explain something about life.  As an allegory, what lessons are these tales trying to teach?  Explain.
8. Create one question of your own to pose to the class for discussion.  This question should be interpretative and have multiple possible responses.
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Rules: 

1. Points are gained during the Socratic Seminar by posing a new idea in response to a question, stating one’s own question, or responding to another student’s remarks

· You MUST participate…lack of participation will result in a failing grade

2. Points are lost by talking to a classmate, drawing, putting head down, working on other assignments, or making inappropriate faces or gestures

3. Absenteeism is not acceptable – a typed, formal essay assignment will take the place of the participation grade for those absent

Rubric:

· Preparation:







________ / 10 points

· Answers provided to each question

· Answers show detailed analysis and appropriateness
· Participation:







________ / 10 points

· Participation above average compared to classmates

· Contributions showed unique insights, were supported                                               with evidence, and were appropriate
Total: _______ / 20 points
