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Walt Whitman – “When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer” (p.794)

Before Reading…

1. Essential Question: We gain valuable information through the television, reading and listening to others.  However, what things are learned better through experience?

2. Read the first two sections of Whitman’s biography and list two important facts about his life or writing styles/themes (p.793).

During Reading…Paraphrase Main Ideas of the poem:

1. (Line 1): What subject is the lecture about?

2. (2-3): How is the material presented in the lecture?

3. (4): How do the students in the lecture hall react to the presentation of the astronomer?

4. (5): What was the speaker’s reaction to the astronomer’s lecture?
5. (6-8): What does the speaker decide to do?

6. (6-8): How does the speaker describe his individual response to nature?

After Reading…Analyze Poetic Devices:

· Theme: 

· Author’s purpose:

· Mood:

· Imagery

· Parallelism:

Assonance:

Walt Whitman – “The Artilleryman’s Vision” (p.796)
Before Reading…

1. Read the last section of Whitman’s biography and explain how the Civil War influenced his poetry. (p.793)

During Reading…Paraphrase Main Ideas of the poem:
1. (Lines 1-3): Where is the soldier now?  What is he seeing/hearing?

2. (4-6): What has woken the speaker up from sleep?

3. (7-9): What kinds of things does the speaker say he heard in his dream?

4. (10-15): What kinds of things does the speaker say he saw in his dream?

5. (16): What does the speaker say he felt in his dream?

6. (17-20): What phrases/words does the speaker recall that make war seem exciting and attractive?
7. (21-24): What phrases/words does the speaker recall the deadly, harsh realities of war?
8. (25): What could the final image of the poem symbolize?

After Reading…Analyze Poetic Devices:

· Theme: 

· Author’s purpose:

· Simile:
· Onomatopoeia:

· Hyperbole:

· Free Verse:
